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10:00 am

Keynote Speech
H.E Huda Al Hashimi
Chief of Strategy &
Government Innovation,
Ministry of Cabinet Affairs

11:15 am – 12:45 pm

Featured Applied
Research

 Featured Startups

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Inspire & Ideate
Session

Spinal Implants Using Additive Manufacturing

A Hybrid Virtual Reality and Robot-Based Social Assistant for 
Autistic Children

HemiPhysio Smartwatch Apps: Measuring Upper Limbs Movements 
for Physical Rehabilitation in Hemiparetic Patients

Need inspiration for your health-related startup or applied research 
project? This session will explore key industry trends in health, 
helping students and faculty envision high-potential opportunities on 
which to focus their applied research and entrepreneurial ventures. 

Moderator
Wale Buraimoh
Senior Manager 
Strategic Planning & Risk,
Higher Colleges of Technology 

Panelist
Hanif Khalak
Director of Technology,
G42 Healthcare

Moderator
Omar Mezher
HCT Startup 
Development Program

Panelist
Dr. Rahul Goyal
SVP, Clinical Engagement
& Adoption, Abu Dhabi
Health Data Services LLC
(Malaffi)

Panelist
Hodan Al Sheik
Head of Excellence
& Innovation
Danat Al Emarat Hospital
Part of UE Medical

What are the most impactful health-related innovation trends, today? 
What will the health sector look like in 2030? A panel of industry- 
government speakers will explore these questions,  followed by 
presentations of HCT applied research and startups contributing to 
innovation in health.

Presentations From Three Innovative HCT Health Sector Startups 

DAY 1 - 21 February | HEALTH

Keynote Speakers

Keynote Speakers

Anwaar Al Shimmari
Chief Innovation Officer,
Ministry of Energy & Infrastructure

Essa Al Hashemi
Head of Food Security Office,
UAE Prime Minister Office

10:30 am – 11:15 am
Opening Session

Strategic Outlook
Session

11:15 am – 12:45 pm

What are the most impactful sustainability-related innovation 
trends, today? What are the most innovative approaches 
supporting the UN Sustainable Development Goals? A panel of 
industry-government speakers will explore these questions, 
followed by presentations of HCT applied research and startups 
contributing to innovation in sustainability.

Featured Applied
Research

 Featured Startups

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Inspire & Ideate
Session

Aquaculture Needs in the UAE: Today and Beyond

Sustainable HVAC Systems in UAE Using Ground Source Cooling

Energy Sharing Impacts on the Performance of a Stand-Alone 
Photovoltaic System

Need inspiration for your sustainability-related startup or applied 
research project? This session will explore key industry trends in 
sustainability, helping students and faculty envision high-potential 
opportunities on which to focus their applied research and 
entrepreneurial ventures.  

Presentations From Three Innovative HCT Sustainability Sector Startups

DAY 2 - 22 February | SUSTAINABILITY

Moderator
Dr. Marko Savic
Senior Manager - International
Relations Higher Colleges
of Technology

Panelist
Dina Storey
Head of Sustainability
Operations, Expo 2020

Panelist
Mohammad Bin Ali
Director of Strategy & Development, 
Sharjah Electricity & Water
Authority (SEWA)

Panelist
Khaled Al Blooshi
Vice President
Digital Projects & Innovation,
ADNOC

Panelist
Edouard Baaklini
CEO,
3DVinci Creations

Moderator
Wale Buraimoh
Senior Manager 
Strategic Planning & Risk,
Higher Colleges of Technology 

Panelist
Ali Al Yafei
IT Advisor to the Minister,
Ministry of Education

Panelist
Jumana Salem
Vice President of Digital
Transformation, Injazat

Panelist
Hanny Alshazly
Regional Vice President,
Middle East, Blackboard 

Panelist
Hani Abu-Ghazaleh
Co-Founder & CEO, 
Mental VR

Need inspiration for your startup or applied research 
project? This session will explore key industry trends 
in education and emerging tech, helping students 
and faculty envision high-potential opportunities on 
which to focus their applied research and 
entrepreneurial ventures.

Using AI and Soft Computing-Based 
Emotional Intelligence Frameworks for 
Testing Emotional Literacy
lexAR (Building a Unified and Collaborative 
Platform for Arabic Technical Terms)
The i-Reader Arabic Online Reading 
Tracking Tool

Education Track Emerging Tech Track

What are the most impactful education- 
related innovation trends, today? What will 
education look like in 2030? A panel of 
industry- government speakers will explore 
these questions, followed by presentations of 
HCT applied research and startups 
contributing to innovation in education.

What are the most impactful emerging 
tech-related innovation trends, today? Which 
emerging technologies are most likely to 
change the world in the near future? A panel of 
industry speakers will explore these questions, 
followed by presentations of HCT applied 
research and startups contributing to 
innovation in emerging tech.

A Permissioned Blockchain-Based Device 
Identity Management Application for IoT – 
Cloud Network
Machine Learning Based Joint Hybrid 
Beamforming and Resource Management in 
Millimeter-Wave Massive MIMO Systems for 5G 
Sustainable, Multi-Purpose and Smart 3D 
Printed Explorer Rover

Keynote Speakers

Mohamed AlQubaisi
Chief Technology Officer,
Injazat

Tom Bornhorst
Vice President, Corporate
Development, Applied Research
and International, SAIT

10:30 am – 11:15 am
Opening Session

DAY 3 - 23 February | EDUCATION AND EMERGING TECH

          1:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Inspire & Ideate

Moderator
Dr. Marko Savic
Senior Manager - International
Relations Higher Colleges
of Technology

Featured Applied Research

Featured Startups

         11:15 am – 12:45 pm
Strategic Outlook Sessions

Presentations From Three Innovative HCT 
Education Sector Startups

Presentations From Three Innovative HCT 
Emerging Tech Sector Startups

Moderator
Wale Buraimoh
Senior Manager 
Strategic Planning & Risk,
Higher Colleges of Technology 

Moderator
Timofei Sednev
HCT Startup 
Development Program

Panelist
Roberto Croci
Managing Director,
Microsoft for Startups
MEA

Panelist
Mohamed AlQubaisi
Chief Technology Officer,
Injazat

Panelist
Camila Cruz Durlacher
EMEA Head of Corporate
Research Laboratory, 
3M

Startup Pitch
Competition

11:15 am – 12:30 pm

12:30pm – 1:30 pm
Matchmaking:
Applied Research
& Startups

Host
Cesar Moukarzel
Senior Manager - Lead of HCT Startup Development Program, 
Higher Colleges of Technology 

Host
Cesar Moukarzel
Senior Manager - Lead of HCT Startup Development Program, 
Higher Colleges of Technology 

Calling all entrepreneurial students; Join this matchmaking session 
to find a new startup idea! During this matchmaking session, 
faculty will pitch their applied research projects, in quick 5 min 
presentations, to students who will vote for those with the highest 
‘spin out’ potential. The aim is to match faculty and students and 
facilitate partnerships to commercialize HCT research through 
high-tech innovative startups. 

DAY 4 - 24 February | STARTUP PITCH DAY

10:30 am – 11:15 am
Opening Session

Join this exciting session to watch ten high-potential HCT startups 
pitching their ventures to a panel of judges from the Emirates 
Angels Investors Association. The competition winners will be 
announced live at the end of the session! 

In partnership with:

         10:30 am – 11:15 am
  Opening Session

Keynote Speech  

   Dr. Abdullatif M. Al Shamsi 
President & CEO
Higher Colleges of Technology

Keynote Speaker
Masaood Al Masaood
Chairman,
Emirates Angels Investors
Association

Keynote Speaker
Omar Al Mahmoud
CEO, ICT Fund

Host
Nicola Bettio
Executive Director, 
Applied Research, Innovation &
Entrepreneurship,
Higher Colleges of Technology

   Keynote Speaker  
Dr. Abdullatif M. Al Shamsi 
President & CEO
Higher Colleges of Technology

Moderator
Fares Hillo
HCT Startup 
Development Program

Click here to access the
Inauguration & DAY 1
ZOOM Session

Click here to access the

DAY 2
ZOOM Session

Click here to access the

DAY 3
ZOOM Session

Click here to access the

DAY 4
ZOOM Session

https://hct.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ly9yfHFURbC56KhOD9M-Jg
https://hct.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nFxWwdzGR0WT1L84ZFQddg
https://hct.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_C_65DDZKQOqgxcrldTHLpA
https://hct.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OfiuYxZ-SCSUeL8SXoX_YQ

