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WELCOME MESSAGE
The General Academic Requirements Division (GARD) is delighted to be 
hosting the second HCT International General Education Conference, to be 
held online on March 15, 2024, under the theme of “The Future of Work: 
Equipping Students with Applied Learning Skills for Success”.

This conference theme highlights the critical need for educators to equip 
students with the knowledge, skills and competencies to gain meaningful 
employment in the constantly evolving job market, particularly those related to 
the UAE’s diverse economic and industry sectors.  As such, the conference 
acknowledges that theoretical knowledge alone is no longer sufficient for 
young graduates to succeed in the modern, technology-enhanced workplace. 

In our fast-changing world, students need to have a blend of theoretical and practical learning to then apply 
such knowledge in real-world environments.  By engaging in applied learning opportunities, students can 
develop the skills, mindset, and adaptability required to navigate the challenges and opportunities of their 
future workplace.

Focusing on the future of work, the conference is taking a deliberate, targeted approach to the demands of our 
increasingly digitized society, and the needs of the generation of ‘digital native’ learners, as they prepare to 
embark on their future career paths.  In turn, the future of work heralds a transformation of the workplace, 
influenced by technological advancements, societal changes, and economic shifts, through the pervasive 
adoption of automation and digitalization, which are leading to the development of new skills and mindsets, 
necessary for employment in an increasingly dynamic and innovative environment.

By delving into the evolving demands of the professional, working world, this conference will enable delegates 
to explore, discuss and envision the essential role of applied learning skills in preparing our students to meet 
those needs and to achieve success and advancement in their future careers.

Our conference will see the active participation by delegates in thought-provoking discussions, collaborative 
workshops, and networking opportunities that will inspire us all to reimagine possibilities and pave the way for 
a future where applied learning is the cornerstone for unlocking individual potential and fostering professional 
excellence.

As we explore the wide-ranging conference streams in the different sessions, the esteemed speakers, 
educators, researchers and students will share invaluable insights and innovative strategies relevant to 
work-relevant topics, such as tech-savvy skill development for the digital era, cultivating an entrepreneurial 
mindset, bridging the gap between education and industry demands, academia/industry partnerships, 
teaching and learning best practices, teacher education optimization, the development of soft skills and 
sustainability.

Ultimately, the conference will bring together educators, professionals, and researchers to share best 
practices, innovative approaches, and strategies for equipping students with applied learning skills that will 
enable their success in the dynamic and ever-changing future of work. We wish all participants an enlightening 
experience during the conference, as we work towards preparing our students for the exciting future 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead!

Dr. Caroline Jenns,
HCT Executive Dean, General Academic Requirements Division 
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