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Her Excellency Huda AlHashimi
Chief Of Strategy And Government Innovation Of The
United Arab Emirates Government

Her Excellency Huda AlHashimi’s main role involves steering the development of the 
National Agenda and ensuring the government’s readiness and ability to deliver on, meet 
and align the UAE Vision and National Agenda.

HE further coordinates country level strategies and provides consultations to the UAE 
government on issues related to government strategy and innovation, and the challenges 
and opportunities that can be addressed through these two important enablers. She 
represents the UAE locally and internationally in areas related to government strategy, 
innovation, and enhancing focus on strategic thinking in the national and local 
government entities.

AlHashimi is also the Assistance Director General of Strategy and Innovation in the Prime 
Minister’s Office in the Ministry of Cabinet Affairs.  She leads the setup and operation of 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Center for Government Innovation (MBRCGI). She also leads the 
Ministry of Possibilities and the Government Accelerators.

Previously, she was part of the founding team at the Executive Office, where she was 
involved in developing and launching key strategic projects, such as Dubai International 
Financial Centre (DIFC). She also had the role of Director of Government Sector 
Development Department at Dubai Executive Council, where she supervised the 
government sector development programs.

HE has been chosen as a board member of the “Digital School”, as well as a member of the 
UAE Gender Balance Council and Dubai Women Establishment. She is also member of the 
Supreme Committee of the Mohammed bin Rashid Smart Education Program.  She chairs 
the Global Innovation Council and is a member of the 4IR Council.  She is also an active 
member of the Agile Governance Future Council at the World Economic Forum.

Huda AlHashimi holds a BSC in Business Administration (Hons) from the Higher Colleges of 
Technology and has received the Sheikh Rashid Award for Scientific Excellence. She is also 
an alumna of the London Business School and has completed the Mohammed bin Rashid 
Center for Leadership Development (MBRCLD) program.

Mr. Al Braiki played an instrumental part in the establishment and implementation of 
Malaffi, the Abu Dhabi Health Information Exchange (HIE),  the first platform of its kind in 
the Middle East. 

Prior to joining Malaffi, Mr. Al Braiki was the Director of Strategic Projects at Injazat, where 
he  was responsible for developing and incubating strategic public-private partnership 
(PPP) projects with key government clients. During this time, he undertook the role of 
General Manager of Hassantuk, a PPP between the Ministry of Interior and Injazat.

He has held various roles in Zakum Development Company and was Applications Group 
Manager at C4 Advanced Solutions (C4AS).  

Mr. Al Braiki holds a Master's degree in Computer Engineering and  a Bachelor’s degree  in 
Computer Engineering and Information Management and Technology from Syracuse 
University, New York.

Saqr has an extensive background building and administering programs across all organiza-
tional levels in the private sector, including Utilities, Commercial Operations, and Retail 
sectors, including working for Emirates Airlines, Majid Al Futtaim Retail Carrefour and Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA).

With the Ministry of Health, & Prevention, he is providing leadership in the opening and 
implementation of a new Training and Development Centre in Sharjah, aimed at UAE health-
care professionals. 

His career highlights include, at Majid Al Futtaim Retail Carrefour creating and implement-
ing a comprehensive learning and development strategy for the entire company, and 
driving the Strategy Department at DEWA.

Dr. Vayalil is the founder and Managing Director of UAE-based VPS Healthcare, which has 
24 hospitals and over 125 medical centers in four countries and a USFDA-certified 
pharmaceutical production facility in Dubai. He is also the Vice-Chairman and Managing 
Director of UAE-based Amanat Holdings, the region’s largest healthcare and education 
investment company. 

Dr. Shamsheer is a member of the Giving Pledge and is actively engaged in numerous 
economic, social, and philanthropic initiatives. He is a member of the following institutions 
- UAE Medical Council, the UAE University Advisory Committee, the University of Sharjah’s 
College of Medicine Advisory Committee and the Kerala NRI Commission. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

PANELISTS

Atif Al Braiki 
CEO, Abu Dhabi Health Data Services LLC (Malaffi)

Saqr Alhemeiri
Chief Innovation Officer, Ministry of Health & Prevention

Dr. Shamsheer Vayalil
Chairman & Managing Director, VPS Healthcare

Hanif Khalak
Director of Technology, G42 Healthcare

Dr. Rahul Goyal
SVP, Clinical Engagement & Adoption, Abu Dhabi Health Data Services LLC
(Malaffi)

Hodan Al Sheik
Head of Excellence & Innovation Danat Al Emarat Hospital
Part of UE Medical

Hodan Al Sheikh he is certified EFQM Senior Excellence Assessor, Innovation management 
system auditor and specialist in strategic planning. 

Her aim to achieve organizational excellence, with a focus on patients’ safety, drives her to 
research and work on integrating the organizational system to balance the operational 
inputs and outcomes of care, in an innovative approach.

Hodan has been awarded an M.Sc. in Community Medicine (Hospitals Management & 
Healthcare Management) and is lead auditor for Quality Management, Environmental, 
Occupational Health and Safety.

Dr Goyal joined Malaffi as Senior Vice President of Clinical Engagement in September 2020. 
Before that, Dr Goyal worked for Mediclinic where he assumed the role of Physician Lead 
Informatics. He continues to practice as Consultant Family Medicine, as a part-time 
engagement.

He is a Member of the Royal College of General Practitioners and the Royal College of 
Ophthalmologists UK. In 2020, he was appointed as Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor at 
the Mohamed Bin Rashid University in Dubai, UAE.

Hanif Khalak is a technology executive with 30 years of experience in computational 
science, data engineering, high-performance computing, and IT management.  He has also 
generated products, patents, and journal articles as a team member in medical imaging, 
neuroscience, population and rare disease genomics, cancer drug discovery and clinical 
diagnostics.

Over the past decade at Cornell, Hanif has led teams in the design, deploying, and 
operating large-scale high-performance computing (HPC) infrastructure for data storage 
and analysis.  He previously spent 10 years in the GCC, working in Saudi Arabia and Qatar.  
He looks forward to working in the UAE to make major impacts in the growing technology 
and healthcare sectors.
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Eng. Anwaar Al Shimmari
Chief Innovation Officer and Director of Land Transport 
UAE Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure 

Eng. Al Shimmari has 20 years of multi-disciplinary experience in architecture, urban 
planning, engineering, infrastructure, and transportation sectors. 

In addition to her role, she leads the artificial intelligence (AI) team and the Scientific 
Research committee and is a member of the UAE 50 Years Preparedness Task Force. She is a 
board member at Sheikh Zayed Housing Program and is Vice President of the UAE Chapter 
of ASTM. She has judged over 4,000 competition entries, in her fields of expertise, including 
the Sharjah Innovation Award 2020.

She holds a BSc in Architectural Engineering (Magna Cum Laude) from UAE University, two 
master's degrees in urban planning and transport planning from AUS and is a PhD 
candidate in Governance of Urban Planning Policies. 

Essa has more than 13years of experience in strategy development and implementation, 
covering a wide range of sectors including Infrastructure Development, Transportation and 
Roads, Environment Management, Food Security Green Development and Quality 
Infrastructure. 

In his current role his key responsibilities include overseeing the development of the 
national food security strategy in the UAE, overseeing the adoption of technologies and 
their utilization in the agri-business and facilitating the development of food security 
research and development agenda in the UAE. Prior to this role he was the Director of 
Conformity Affairs and Chief Innovation Officer at the Emirates Authority for Standardiza-
tion and Metrology Water in Dubai.

Essa has a Higher Diploma in Civil Engineering (Hons), a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil 
Engineering (Transportation) (Hons) and a Master’s Degree in Business Administration 
(Hons) (in Association with the Northern Western American Education Association) all from 
the Higher Colleges of Technology.

Khaled is developing digital transformation strategies at ADNOC and driving value from 
digital and & Artificial Intelligence technologies. Previously he was the Technical Authority 
in Instrumentation and control, as well as various roles in Engineering and Maintenance. 
At ADNOC he led the modernization of company standards and had a vital role in 
implementation of several automation technologies in ADNOC. He led the development of 
ADNOC’s flagship project, the Panorama Digital Command Center from concept to 
operational phases.

Khaled obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Electronics Engineering from HCT and was in the 
first cohort of HCT’s EMBA program.

Mohammad joined SEWA in 2000. In 2008 he was appointed as Director of Technology 
Services. From 2013 to the present, he is in the role of Director of Strategic Planning & Corpo-
rate Development, reporting to the Chairman.

In this role he leads the areas of Innovation, Strategy, Excellence, Organization and Perfor-
mance. He holds an Executive MBA –from University Of Sharjah, Bachelor degree in 
Software Engineering from the UAE University, and has undertaken several leading interna-
tional leadership programs.

In her current role, Dina Storey leads the development and implementation of the World 
Expo’s sustainable event management strategy, which covers sustainable development 
and integration of sustainability into the built environment and operations. 

Before joining Expo 2020, Dina worked for Ernst and Young Climate Change and Sustainabil-
ity Services, advising high-profile clients globally and in the region. She is a LEED-certified 
sustainability expert with more than 16 years of public and private sector experience. 

Dina has a BSc in Chemical Engineering, an MBA in international Business, and a Masters in 
Sustainability Management from Columbia University NYC. 

Mr. Edouard Baaklini is the Chief Executive Officer of 3DVinci Creations a leading regional 
Additive Manufacturing (i.e. 3D Printing) Services provider. He is also the CEO of Talent Ivy 
and Chairman of New Horizons Computer Learning Centers of Lebanon. Edouard started 
his work building leading edge Gallium Arsenide integrated circuit first as a graduate 
student and later as a Process Development Engineer with Vitesse Semiconductor in 
Camarillo, California. Mr. Baaklini later joined Motorola as a Computer Integrated Manufac-
turing Project Manager where he developed state-of-the-art Enterprise Information 
Systems. Edouard also worked as a Consultant to Philips Semiconductors in Nejmegen, 
The Netherlands.

Mr. Baaklini is currently an Entrepreneur with businesses in the Middle East and the USA. 
His business interests span from technology to construction, real estate development and 
restaurants.

Mr. Baaklini holds a Masters of Science degree from Arizona State University in Electrical 
Engineering with emphasis on Solid State Physics and Integrated Circuit Technologies. 
Throughout his work in the various technology sectors, Mr. Baaklini has become a 
seasoned professional in the application of innovative new technologies as well as in the 
technology skills development and capacity building space.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

PANELISTS

Essa Al Hashemi
Head of Food Security Office, UAE Prime Minister Office

Khaled Al Blooshi
Vice President Digital Projects & Innovation, ADNOC

Mohammad Bin Ali
Director of Strategy & Development, Sharjah Electricity & Water Authority (SEWA)

Dina Storey
Head of Sustainability Operations, Expo 2020

Edouard Baaklini
CEO, 3DVinci Creations
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Tom Bornhorst joined SAIT in 2000 as an instructor in its School of Hospitality and Tourism 
after a decade in senior positions in the hotel industry.

As Dean, Tom helped the school become the only Canadian school to make CEO World 
Magazine’s Top 50 ranking. In 2017, he took on the role of Associate Vice President, Learner 
and Academic Services during which SAIT expanded its youth programming, launched a 
digital learning strategy and strategies for student mental health and Indigenous learners.

As Vice President, Tom leads a portfolio including Applied Research, Continuing Education 
and Professional Studies, Corporate Training, Business Intelligence and Analytics, Interna-
tional Projects and Business Operations, and SAIT’s International Centre. His responsibili-
ties include local, national and international business development, partnerships and 
revenue diversification.

SAIT is a strong and long standing partner of HCT, within GAEN (Global Applied Education 
Network).

Mohamed leads all aspects of the organization’s product development and digital transfor-
mation initiatives. Since joining Injazat in 2017, Mohamed has spearheaded the creation of 
InCloud, the first fully functional Multi Cloud service in the GCC, and the Cyber Fusion 
Center, the region’s premier Security Operations Center (SOC). 

A recognized thought-leader, strategist and futurist, Mohamed takes an entrepreneurial 
approach to problem-solving, helping Injazat develop new approaches which combine 
design thinking, lean start-up models and agile methodologies to deliver end-to-end 
digital solutions for clients. 

After nearly two decades at the forefront of the UAE’s digital journey, his guiding purpose 
is still to utilize technology to improve the human experience in our local communities 
and globally.  

Mohamed leads all aspects of the organization’s product development and digital transfor-
mation initiatives. Since joining Injazat in 2017, Mohamed has spearheaded the creation of 
InCloud, the first fully functional Multi Cloud service in the GCC, and the Cyber Fusion 
Center, the region’s premier Security Operations Center (SOC). 

A recognized thought-leader, strategist and futurist, Mohamed takes an entrepreneurial 
approach to problem-solving, helping Injazat develop new approaches which combine 
design thinking, lean start-up models and agile methodologies to deliver end-to-end 
digital solutions for clients. 

After nearly two decades at the forefront of the UAE’s digital journey, his guiding purpose 
is still to utilize technology to improve the human experience in our local communities 
and globally.  

Mr. Al Yafei has over 25 years of experience in Information technology and digital 
transformation in the public and private sectors, plus experience in the finance, 
education, and infrastructure fields, and with military and regulatory bodies. He is 
overseeing a large digital transformation education program, through the Mohamed Bin 
Rashed Smart learning program, and the development of the national integrated Digital 
Learning Ecosystem.

Hani has more than 20 years of experience in console, mobile games and Virtual Reality 
development. He has served as an executive at several international companies, including 
Ubisoft and Activision in North America and the Middle East. He cofounded Mental VR in 
2018, a software development company specialized in Learning and Development Virtual 
Reality software.

In his role, Hanny cultivates opportunities in the Higher Ed, K-12 & corporate markets 
leveraging learning technologies. He is dedicated to ensuring that each one of 
Blackboard’s customers’ goals & vision are met in the long term. 

He serves on several educational boards including the American University in Dubai’s 
School of Engineering and Al Ghurair University, College of Business External Advisory 
Boards, and Gulf Education Advisory Board.  He has been recognized for his contributions 
to the industry with several awards and recognitions, the most recent being the 
Distinguished Alumni Award from Athabasca University in Canada. He was also added to 
the Nova Scotia Legislature for his career achievements.

He holds a B.Sc. in Computer Science with a focus on Business Administration from 
Dalhousie University, Canada and a Master of Education and Advanced Post Graduate 
Diploma in Distance Education and Technology from Athabasca University, Canada.

Jumana Salem is a business leader in education technology. She has steered the 
development of a range of education technology products in Washington, DC, New York, 
and most recently in Abu Dhabi. 

She was previously a member of the founding team at Alef Education. Her previous 
positions include at Knewton, where she started the company’s MENA-based business and 
at Amplify Education Inc., where she was Executive Director of Product Management in the 
Learning division and VP of International Development. She has consulted on several 
advisory panels in the US and internationally. Jumana received her M.A. in International 
Economics from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, and her 
Bachelor of Science in International Economics from Georgetown University. 

With over 20 years’ experience working for the likes of Microsoft and Google, Roberto’s 
passion lies in innovation, startups and people. He has bridged the gap between 
corporates and startups across more than 20 countries, helping them develop real 
solutions that solve real world problems. 

In his current role Roberto is building Microsoft’s new division from scratch, including 
spearheading its expansion and innovation strategy, with the vision to foster a 
collaborative startup ecosystem to create a better, brighter future for people around 
the world. 

Roberto is passionate about mentoring young people, helping them develop an 
entrepreneurial mindset to search for solutions to problems they see in their community, 
country, or across the globe. His vision is to inspire 1 million students and entrepreneurs to 
build homegrown tech startups that evolve to become global Unicorns. As an international 
speaker, Roberto speaks about authentic and creative leadership, employee engagement, 
mental health, innovation and digital transformation, funding and startups.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

EDUCATION TRACK PANELISTS

EMERGING TECH TRACK PANELISTS

Tom Bornhorst
Vice President, Corporate Development, Applied Research and International, SAIT

Mohamed AlQubaisi
Chief Technology Officer, Injazat

Mohamed AlQubaisi
Chief Technology Officer, Injazat

Roberto Croci
Managing Director, Microsoft for Startups MEA

Ali Al Yafei
IT Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Education

Hani Abu-Ghazaleh
Co-Founder & CEO, Mental VR

Hanny Alshazly
Regional Vice President, Middle East, Blackboard 

With a background as an industrial chemist, Camila has over 20 years’ experience at 3M and 
has worked in product development, intellectual property, quality and regulatory affairs.

She has also managed laboratories in Brazil, Argentina and the USA. She is currently leading 
the 3M EMEA laboratories from Germany. She has a special interest in advancing women in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) careers. She is the WLF-T Chair 
(Women in Leadership Forum - Technical Chapter)

She holds a Master’s in Polymer Science.

Camila Cruz Durlacher
EMEA Head of Corporate Research Laboratory, 3M

Jumana Salem
Vice President of Digital Transformation, Injazat
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Masaood can rightly say he knows the family automotive business from the ground up, 
having started his career as a mechanic and sales representative. He later joined as a 
Deputy Managing Director and helped grow Al Masaood into the leading automotive 
company, with Nissan leading the total automotive market share in Abu Dhabi.

As Vice President of al Masaood Oil and Gas, he was heavily involved in the restructuring of 
the business prior to ADNOC’s restructuring. Today, Al Masaood Oil and Gas is one of the 
leading oil and gas service companies in the GCC with operations in the UAE, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and Algeria. Together with its international partner, it has been awarded the 
largest continuous 3D Seismic surveying contract in the world, at a value of $1.6B.

As an entrepreneur and investor, he founded the non-profit Emirates Angels Investors 
Association in 2019. He also works closely with the Zayed Higher Organization, starting a 
training center for people of determination. He is a graduate of Business Management from 
The Higher Colleges of Technology, Abu Dhabi Men’s campus.

Omar is recognized as one of the youngest leaders in the UAE's public sector, with deep 
insights on technology, investments and entrepreneurship.

Prior to Omar’s role at the ICT Fund he held many roles and responsibilities, including 
managing the Technology Investment Department at Dubai Silicon Oasis Authority, 
identifying high-tech investment opportunities.

As a technology entrepreneur Omar has had various roles in leading technology and 
prominent government positions at a very young age. He also presented his latest insights 
on the future of technology and the latest developments on his weekly public radio show 
for over 4 years, in addition to many speaking engagements on entrepreneurship and 
knowledge-based economies. Omar holds a bachelor's degree in communications 
engineering (Hons) from Khalifa University for Science, Technology and Research.

The ICT is a federal development fund launched by the UAE’s Telecommunications Regulato-
ry Authority with the purpose of catalyzing the UAE’s ICT sector, through investments in 
education, R&D, incubation and national technology initiatives. It is the investor behind the 
UAE’s Astronauts Program, the Mars 2117 Initiative, The Emirates Lunar Mission, the Smart 
Government Initiative, the Mohammed bin Rashid Smart Learning Program and other 
leading national initiatives. The Fund’s mission is to provide strategic targeted funding to 
empower and develop innovation and build the UAE’s knowledge-based economy.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Masaood Al Masaood
Chairman, Emirates Angels Investors Association

Omar Al Mahmoud
Chief Executive Officer, ICT Fund
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